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Maryland Workers’ Compensation  
Special Commissioners’ Meeting Minutes  

Tuesday, June 2, 2020 
 

Call to Order: Chairman R. Karl Aumann called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. 
 
The Chairman reminded all outside guests who were attending via telephone to please mute their phones 
and reminded them that this a meeting of the Commissioners and not an open forum for questions, 
comments, etc.  
 
Present: Chairman Aumann and Commissioners Kathleen Evans, James Forrester, Allan Kittleman, 
Morrisann Martin, Howard Metz, Ju Oh, Maureen Quinn, Delia Schadt and Tracey Parker-Warren.  
Staff members attending were Mary Ahearn, Jerome Reichmister, M.D., Scott Curtis, Amy Lackington, 
and Stacey L. Roig, Secretary of the Commission. 
 
A list of guests who called in to this Open Meeting is attached to the Minutes. 
 
Approval of Minutes:  The Minutes of the May 19, 2020 Commissioners’ Meeting were reviewed and, 
upon motion of Commissioner Martin and second of Commissioner Forrester, the Minutes were approved 
with a unanimous vote.  
 
Chairman’s Report:   The Chairman stated that in-person hearings are, set to go for June 8, 2020.  The 
transition was smooth to the video hearings and they will continue with at least one Commissioner per 
day conducting remote video hearings.  The Claims Division has been extremely busy, along with the IT 
Division, getting the hearing notices out to the parties.  The Chairman reported that at the height of the 
hiatus from hearings, there were 10,000 cases that had issues pending and needed hearings with about 
7,500 pending over 30 days. As of this meeting date, there are 7,400 cases pending, a 26% reduction and 
cases still being set to August 2020.  The number of cases pending over 30 days is down to 5,800, a 23% 
reduction.  A notice to the Commission website will go up today with instructions for attendees of all in-
person hearings.  The Commissioners were reminded to bring their laptops to Baltimore when they have 
hearings in the city so that necessary updates can be run on them.  A new form that is required at each 
hearing is the contact tracing form.  It will be the new normal, so the Chairman asked the Commissioners 
to make it part of their opening at each hearing and make it a habit quickly.  It is on the computer and 
easy to complete but it must be completed at each hearing and must include every person who attends, 
regardless of their role at the hearing.  
The Chairman commented on the protests in Baltimore and the expectation that hearings will continue 
even as the protests are going on, as they are concentrated around City Hall.   
The MWCEA Annual Convention is still scheduled for Ocean City in September.  Options will be 
discussed in the coming weeks with final decisions expected later in June.  The IAIABC, SAWCA and 
NWCJA are all being changed to some form of remote conference to keep the workers’ compensation 
community informed and networked. 
Commissioner Forrester asked the Chairman to expand on the contact tracing requirements.  The 
Chairman explained that this is the next stage to flattening the curve of the virus.  Everyone in the hearing 
room must be identified with names and addresses so that they can be traced and contacted if someone 
tests positive or develops symptoms of coronavirus. 
 
Old Business: No Report 
 
New Business:    Commissioner Quinn discussed procedures for reviewing impeachable evidence that is 
presented at a hearing. She is also reviewing all other exhibits that are submitted 3 days in advance of the 
hearings, making notes but not printing all the materials.  The Commissioners were reminded to keep 
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their mask on in the hearing room, even while speaking.  It will be difficult, but it is meant to protect 
others as well as themselves.  There will be a supply of masks in the hearing rooms, but all parties are 
encouraged to bring their own.  The Security Guards are being trained on sanitizing the rooms between 
hearings.  Gloves are available for staff, but not the public. 
 
Commissioner Evans asked about the Commissioner Assistants and their working status.  The Chairman 
explained that those who can and have been teleworking will continue to do so.  The Assistants who were 
not able to telework will be returning to the office on varied schedules and shorter shifts to keep the 
number of people on each floor at the approved limits.  The Chairman asked all the Commissioners to 
please be flexible.   
 
Medical Alerts:  Dr. Reichmister discussed various vaccine trials and certain drugs that have been found 
to reduce the length of the illness but are not a cure.   There are several experimental programs testing 
different substances to develop new medications.  Dr. Reichmister reminded everyone to please be safe, 
be cautious, wear masks, use frequent hand washing, social distance and stay home as much as possible. 
 
Adjournment:  Upon a motion by Commissioner Forrester and second by Commissioner Evans and 
upon unanimous vote, the meeting was adjourned at 10:26 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            
R. Karl Aumann, Chairman   Stacey L. Roig, Secretary 



Public Attendees to Commissioners' Meeting
Tuesday, June 2, 2020

Name Law Firm, Company or Other Affiliation
Cindy L. Armstrong, Esquire Erlandson, Vernon & Daney, LLC
Joan P. Adelman IWIF/Chesapeake Employers’ Insurance Company
John Vernon, Esq Erlandson, Vernon & Daney, LLC
Lorraine Brooks Bodie Law
Michael Daney, Esq Erlandson, Vernon & Daney, LLC
Michael Harrison Uninsured Employers' Fund
Rob N. Weston Law Offices of Rob N. Weston
Robert N. Daniels, Esq. Law Office of Robert N. Daniels

E. Meredith Wolak, Esq.
Employees of a Subsidiary of The Hartford Financial Services Group, 
Inc.
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